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NEWS FROM BRITTANY - A FEW SHORT NOTES

The following notes are gleaned from press clippings compiled in Keleier Servij ar Brezhoneg by the
Cultural Institute of Brittany’s (Skol Uhel ar Vro) Service de la langue Bretonne. These regular
compilations of press clippoing focus on the Breton language in public life, in the media, in schools,
publicity, placeneames, dictionaries and linguistic studies, and also inlcudes a section on Gallo and
language issues more generally. The notes below come from just a few of the clippings found in Number
11 of January 1996. The fact that this booklet includes 145 pages (with several press clippings on most
pages) in and of itself speaks to the fact that there is a great deal of work being done throughout Brittany
for the Breton language and culture by a large number of grass-roots organizations. Breton newspapers
are to be applauded for carrying news of these efforts.

At the invitation of the Cultural Institute of Brittany, twelve cultural organizations met in October at the
Amzer-Nevez cultural center in Ploemeur to develop a five year plan to make Breton more publically
used. This includes designations given to towns, businesses or associations which use Breton and which
welcome Breton speakers.

A fest deiz was held to celebrate (and help finance) the publication of an 48-page booklet called Al
Levrig listing all the associations and individuals active in promoting Breton culture in the Tregor region of
Brittany. The booklet is bilingual and 20,000 copies have been printed which will be distributed free.
Plans are to reprint this very useful booklet every two years.

The Association culturelle bretonne Sud-Bretagne held the first Festival Anne-de-Bretagne this past
summer in the town of Guerande, and is planning for the next festival to be held in June in the town of
Clisson. Taking place in the department of Loire-Atlantique (which has been administratively cut out of
Brittany by France), this 4-day festival includes the great music and dancing one can find at all Breton
festivals but also highlights the role its host city has played in the history of Brittany, with tours and
lectures. '

Emglev bro An Oriant celebrated ten years of work and has grown to include 23 cultural organizations.
Very active in promoting the Breton language in the Lorient area, this group will also be putting together
a travelling exhibit on coiffes and those still proudly wearing them, showing Breton films on a regular
basis, organizing Celtic design workshops, and developing a Breton language playgroup for children.
Central in its projects is the organization of a "fair" for Brittany as a whole to show off all the activities
promoting the Breton culture.

Founded in 1989, Emglev ar vro Vigouden continues to grow with over 100 members and 80 people
enrolled in Breton language classes. The dance classes organized by this group in the far southwestern
Bigoudenn area of Brittany have also been popular and the group will also be organizing several one-day
events featuring storytelling, Breton language theater and music, as well as a contest for Breton
language texts.

An Nerzh Nevez is the name of an association of elected government officials in Finistere whose aim is
to promote the Breton culture. It has in its plans a survey of all the various groups and activities in
support of the Breton culture (one assumes it would be similar to Al Levrig described above, but
extended to all of Brittany). Also proposed is a charter for the communities of Finistére asking their
cooperation in putting up bilingual signs and in promoting Breton economic enterprises.

Sked, an association of Breton language and cultural organizations in the city of Brest, recently hosted a
delegation from Ireland who spoke on the situation of the Irish language and its comparision to the state
of Breton. Sked also organized for the fourth year in a row a festival for Breton language theater inviting
Strollad ar Vro Bagan and Strollad Pougin to perform.
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News from Brittany - continued

Kanerien ar Menez Du is a newly 'founded group to promote the Breton language song tradition of this
part of centrzlal western Bnlttany -- in memory of singer and storyteller Per Boudouin. Recognizing that
song can only remain vital if the Breton language is healthy, the grou has organized Breton

classes as one of its first activities. P ° i

For the 14th year Kendalc'h has organized Breizh a gan, a festival for choral groups singing in the
Breton language. This December, 11 choral groups participated.

Since April members of

an association called Tan

Dei in the town of
Paimpol have been
meeting regularly just to
converse in Breton--and
where better to do that
than over a beer at a
local bistrot (they meet
once a week and
locations roate). The aim
is to simply encourage
the use of Breton
conversationally in an
area where many still
know it but do not use it.
The group will also be
promoting the use of
bilingual road signs and
clearer indications in
offices and shops of
Breton-speaking
employees. And they
have also offered to help
businesses with
translations. The article
reprinted below shows
well the dynamism of this
new group which
welcomes Breton
speakers of all ages and
abilities.

Maintenir la langue bretonne !

Appel de Tan dei! a la population, aux commercants, artisans et
' chefs d’entreprise et aux élus

La situation de la langue bretonne
est grave mais pas désespérée.
Elle est grave parce gque chaque
année des bretonnants de langue
matemelle disparalssent et qu'ils ne
sont pas remplacés, dans des propor-
tions comparables, par des jeunes. Et
elle est grave surtout parce que les
gens qui savent le breton sont trop
souvent honteux. On satt ainsi que si
37,5 % des Bretons parient souvent
breton en famille, 95,5 % d'entre-eux
ne s’expriment jamais en breton dans
les supermarchés ou a la mairie. Sans
doute ont-ils peur qu'on les prenne
pour des « ploucs » ? (Ces chiffres
proviennent d'un sondage effectué
par TMO Ouest en janvier 1991). De
méme, on peut estimer raisonnable-
ment le nombre de bretonnants a plus
de 10 000 dans le Goélo (environ
6300 dans le canton de Paimpol, 2500
dans celui de Plouha et 1400 dans
celui de Lanvollon) alors qu'on ne les
entend jamais en public, sauf — trop
rarement — sur les marchés.

Mais la situation n'est pas désespé-
rée, pour deux raisons. D'une part, le

nombre des bretonnants reste, malgré -

les apparences, trés important :
d'aprés I'NSEE, 689 000 habitants de
la région le comprennent et 518 000 le
parient, dont 369 000 plutdt bien.
D'autre part — et c'est plus important
— les mentalités évoluent. Ainsi, 76 %
des Bretons pensent qu'il faut

ver la lang e. C'est
un chifire considérable (issu du méme
sondage de TMO Ouest).

Concrétement, que faire ?

La ligne directrice est de rendre leur
dignité aux bretonnants. Il n'y a aucu-
ne honte & parer sa langue, au
contraire, c'est une fierté. Et, en pra-
tique, beaucoup de choses peuvent
atre faites. C'est pourguoi, aujour-
d'hui, nous langons quatre appels :

1, Appel aux élus

Donnez 2 la langue bretonne la place
qui lui revient :

- indiquez, 2 I'entrée et & la sortie de
votre commune, ie nom de la commu-
ne en breton ;

- faites tous vos panneaux nouveaux

en bilingue, qu'il s'agisse de signaler
un hépital, un foyer-logement, une
école, un bureau de poste, un nom de

rue ou autre. Nous pourrons Vvous
aider gratuitement pour la traduction ;
- Si certains employés de mairie par-
lent breton, indiquez le clairement, de
fagon que les bretonnants sachent &
qui ils peuvent s'adresser en breton ;

- Incitez le personnel municipal &
employer le breton ou & se former en

‘breton. (Il existe des stages de breton

pris en charge par la formation per-
manente) : '
- Soutenez les associations qui
défendent la langue bretonne. Et
notamment, aidez financiérement Tan
dei !

2. Aux commergants, artisans et

chefs d'entreprises

- Si vous connaissez le breton, indi-
quez-le clairement, de fagon a ce que
vos clients puissent s'adresser & vous
en breton. Tan dei ! vous proposera
bientst de petites affichettes : aman
ez komzet brezhoneg, « ici on parle
breton » ; Y
- Que vous sachiez le breton ou pas,
vous pouvez traduire vos enseignes,
vos menus, votre signalétique en bre-
ton. Nous sommes préts & vous aider
gratuitement ;

- Vous pouvez également faire des
dons & notre association. lls nous ser-
viront a financer nos affiches, nos
publications, 2 organiser des fétes,

. etc. Nous *»nus donnerons alors une

affichette : aman ‘vez sikouret ar brez-
honeg, « ici, on aide la langue breton-
ne », témoignage de volre attache-

ment a notre langue. N

. 3. Aux bretonnants

- D'abord, n'hésitez plus a parier bre-
ton dans des lieux publics ! Vous étes
des milliers ! Et c’est le mépris qui est
méprisable |
- Ensuite, venez discuter avec nous
de temps en temps. Nous nous
réunissons tous les samedis dans
un café paimpolais, a partir de 18
heures. En ce moment, nous nous
réunissons a la Mascotte, Place
Gambetta (En face de la halle aux
poissons). Et si nous changeons de
lisu, nous le ferons savoir par voie de
presse. .

4. Aux personnes qui souhaitent
apprendre le breton

- Tan-def | ne donne pas de cours de
breton. Mais vous pouvez venir nous
écouter si vous le voulez, la seule
régle du jeu étant de ne pas parier
frangais ; "

- Des cours de breton sont organisés
a Paimpal par le Centre culturel Afjela
Duval. Les renseignements sont &
prendre auprés de la responsable,
Mademoiselle Jeanne Lidou, dont le
numéro de téléphone est : 96 20 75
90. :

Ecrivez-nous :

Tan deT!
8, route des Deux Fontaines
22860 PLOURIVO

Téléphomz-nous .

- Chez la présidente, Christiane
Corlouer, au 96 55 93 09.

- Chez I'attaché de presse, Ronan
Le Coadic, au 96 20 88 42.
Rencontrez-nous (en breton) :

A La Mascotte, Place Gambetta, le
|samedi soir, & partir. de 18 heures..

—m— = ——
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DIWAN -- STILL MOVING FORWARD

On average, Diwan has grown by 15% each year and with nearly 1,400 students now enrolled. It is at
the upper levels--middle school and high school--that one sees the newest growth as primary school
students choose to remain in an educational program where they are taught through the medium of
Breton. The middle school has 160 students this year. The school in Relecq-Kerhuon (Brest) was created
in 1988, and a second middle school opened just this past year in Plesidy (Cdtes d'Armor). The high
school level (also located in Relecg-Kerhuon) has 32 students. While these schools serve well students
in north & northwestern Brittany, the commute is difficult for Diwan students from the Morbihan and Loire-
Atlantique departments. In order to serve those students a campaign is underway to build funding for the
establishment of a third school to be located in Pluneret (near the city of Auray). The organization Trede
Skolaj Diwan (Troisi#éme College Diwan) has launched an agressive campaign for the purchase of a site
and is working also on insuring an annual budget largely through automatic bank transfers where
individuals have a certain amount of their account transferred each month to Diwan. This is a common
means of support for all the Diwan schools, insuring a reliable and steady stream of support. And it is an
easy way to do things for contributors who want to make an ongoing commitment to the support of
Diwan. While this transfer may not be so easy to do from U.S. accounts to a bank account in Brittany,
anyone interested in pursuing this idea is welcome to contact me for more information.

* * K

PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND THE BRETON LANGUAGE

The number of students learning Breton in the public schools has also continued to grow--an estimated
18% this year. A parents’ organization, the APEEB (Association des parents pour I'enseignement du
Breton), has been especially active in demanding continued growth and estimates that 1,060 students
are taking bilingual classes in public schools of Brittany this year: 464 in preschool, 432 at the primary
level, 119 at the middle school level, and 45 at the high school level. But the growth is a difficult one.
Along with the APEEB, a teachers’ organization, Unvaniezh ar Gelennerien Brezhoneg (I'Union des
Enseignants de Breton) have protested the fact that six students completing the bilingual program in
Lannion have not been permited to take their baccalaureat exams for history/geography in Breton--
despite the fact that they studied this through the medium of Breton. The Ministry of Education argues
that this is because this is a national level test, but it appears that students in bilingual French-German
programs have had no problem taking their history/geography exams in German.

The principal of "equality" is also applied to the request made by these organizations to the Ministry of
Education that a CAPES uniquely for Breton be created (a university level exam to qualify students for
teaching). Currently the CAPES requires that one study Breton and a second subject which makes this a
difficult exam for students and which dillutes the Breton language element. The idea of requiring two
subjects is that students will have a larger possibility of appointments than they would with just Breton--
and indeed those who have passed this exam have been given teaching jobs anywhere but in the
schools of Brittany where there is the most demand for their Breton skills. The Ministry of Education
argues that having a CAPES focused just on Breton language and culture competency would "restrict” a
student to jobs only in Brittany ... as if a student pursuing these studies is dying to go to the other end of
France for a teaching job!! The logic is sometimes mind-boggling.

While there is continued growth on the part of students and parents for Breton classes, it appears that
the Ministry of Education is not making it easy for students who go through these programs to succeeed,
or for truly qualified teachers to become better trained.



SOME NEW BOOKS FROM BRITTANY

Reviewed by Lois Kuter

Jean-Pierre Le Mat. The Sons of the Ermine--A History of Brittany. Belfast: An Clochan. 1996. 99
pages.

FINALLY, we have a basic and highly readable introduction to Breton history in English. In 100
pages, you will not earn all you should know of Breton history, but you will get an excellent
summary from 1500 BC to the present day, with a few ideas for where things could go in the future.
25 short chapters present a chronological review of Breton history, with a forward and introductory
section to get you off on the right foot in considering some basic geographical factors influencing
the history of Brittany. Also included are a humber of maps especially useful in showing how the
borders of France have changed. Each chapter begins with a short chronology showing a few key
events in world history with particular attention to Brittany’s Celtic neighbors.

While sitting down and reading this book fron end to end is not at all a difficult task, there are a
great number of names and dates to absorb. Having read bits and pieces of Breton history in
various books and articles, and being like most Americans relatively ignorant of European history, |
will find the book an invaluable resource to go back to to straighen out names and events that have
gotten a bit garbled in my memory--just when was Nominoe around, who were the Chouans, and
will | ever straighten out the Jeans and Jeannes of the Montfort and Penthievre families. Although
an index of names would be useful, with just some knowledge of Breton history, it is very easy to go
back to a particular chapter to find a name or event and sort out dates. Several summarizing
chapters are particularly welcome when names and dates start to really pile up.

The book includes all the major players and events of Brittany’s history in a very consice account. It
is not meant to be the only thing you read to learn about Breton history. And it is not a glorification
of Breton heros or heroines. Indeed, Anne of Brittany is one in particular who is shown in a much
less positive light than one usually sees. While Jean-Pierre Le Mat presents events and people in a
straightforward manner, there is a definite perspective to the book which ties it all together very
nicely: the existence of a Breton nation and its independence. The actions of individuals and the
impact of events are presented as they relate to the definition of Brittany. It is a history of Brittany’s
borders and complex political allegiances and wars with France and England, and its place in
Europe. It is also a history which includes economic and cultural actors and events which continue
to shape Brittany’s existence.

More a booklet in its humble paperback printing, the 6" x 8" pages with lots of relatively short
paragraphs and good size print make this book attractive to a reader who might be awed by the
task of slogging through 3,500 years of Breton history. You will find lots of names and dates which
will be hard to absorb if you are new to Breton history, but this is a highly readable and interesting
approach and should prove an invaluable resource for those interested in better understanding
Brittany.

(I am exploring an order of multiple copies from the Belfast publisher, so if you are interested in this
book, let me know. The cost would be approximately $10).



New Books from Brittany - continued

Henri Poisson and Jean-Pierre Le Mat. Histoire de Bretagne. 8th edition. Spezet: Coop Breizh.
1993. 494 pages.

Brittany does not lack for excellent histories--most in French. One very good one by Henri Poisson
published in its 8th edition in 1965 was reprinted in 1993 with the addition of 30 years of more
contemporary history (1960-1990) by Jean-Pierre Le Mat. In 365 pages of the book, Poisson breaks
down his history into four periods, starting with Celtic settlement of Brittany through the 10th
century, then 10th through 16th century (1532 as the watershed chosen), 1532 to 1789 (the French
Revolution), and then 1789 to the 1960s. This not only includes a concise presentation of key
political figures and events, but also church history, economic changes, and imporant names and
events in Brittany’s cultural history. Retained from the original publication are 12 wonderful
woodcuts by Breton artist Xavier de Langlais.

Jean-Pierre Le Mat's fifth part to the book is called "Les Texans de I'Europe" (the Texans of
Europe)--in reference to the economic spurt of growth in Texas based on both hard work and
daring. Indeed, the period covered (1960 to 1990) is one of specactular agricultural growth in
Brittany--not without some detriment to small farmers and the environment. Le Mat also covers
industrial evolution, the emergence of Breton banking, tourism, labor organization, environmental
issues, cutlural growth, religion, and political changes. It is always difficult to write the history of a
period in which one has lived (Le Mat was born in 1952), but readers will find this quite well done
and one of the few histories available for this period.

* *x %

Jean-Yves Barzic. 'Hermine et le Soleil--Les Bretons au temps de Louis XIV. Spezet: Coop Breizh.
1995. 508 pages.

Since we're on the subject of history, here is another new book of a much different nature, focused
on just one period of Breton history: 1675 through the early 18th century. This is a very dense book
focused on economic change in Brittany--a period of decline for the prosperous linen, salt and
fishing industries and a period of high taxes imposed by France which was gaining an ever tighter
grip on administration. The book is divided into three parts starting with "Territories and productions”
which analyzes agriculture, fishing, industries (such as linen, salt and mining), and artisans. The
second part of the book focuses on "Trade in its Diversity" and focuses on shipping and the
expansion of an international trade for Brittany as well as regulations and treaties which limited the
succcess of port development. Part three is called "Lords and Lordships" and focuses on the social
hierarchy--secular and religious. The fourth section of the book looks at a much less documented
area of history--the everyday life of people and how they worked, amused themselves, dealt with
death, and in general survived in a difficult ecnomic climate.

All in all, this is a dense but interesting book which will certainly give you a very good sense of what
this particular period of life in Brittany was like. It is partciularly strong in its description of the
economic structure of this time, but includes a good account as well of the social structure and
relations between different classes in Brittany. You will need good French, and, as is the case for all
histories focused on a very specific period, it would help a great deal to come with a fairly good
introduction to Breton and French history more generally in order to really enjoy the wealth of
information provided.



New Books from Brittany - continued

Evelyne Darche-Le Fustec. L'Arbre éternel--Histoire d’'une famile bretonne. Spezet: Nature et
Bretagne, 1995.

The prospect of reading a book of over 300 pages about some other family’s geneology did not
particularly thrill me, and this is not a book | would have gone out of my way to find. But, this is a
book | thoroughly enjoyed and found hard to put down once | got past the first few pages. After a
dozen years of thorough geneological research of the Le Fustec family, Evelyne Darche-Le Fustec
introduces the reader to some of them in a very personal manner. The book is written both in the
style of a novel where you can listen to conversations and follow the characters in a plot, and in a
more straightforward account of bibliographical facts and history of a particular period of time in
Brittany. One might argue that the author’s recreation of the lives and conversations of her
ancestors could be more fancy than fact when it comes to details, but one comes away with a very
strong sense of personalities and of places--particularly the Tregor area of Brittany.

| enjoyed meeting all of the Le Fustec family presented in the pages of the book--from the earliest
converts to Christianity who helped settle Brittany, to the church leaders, nobles, lawyers, and town
gentlemen of the 12th through 18th centuries. And then there were the Le Fustecs beheaded during
the French Revolution, a 22 year-old solider who survived Napoleonic Wars to die of fever on the
way home, soldiers and sailors in World War | and with France Libre forces in World War Il, and
with colonial occupation of North Africa. The family has included doctors, lawyers, school teachers,
farmers, and even the first Grand Druid of Brittany at the end of the 19th century who helped create
Brittany's Gorsedd of Bards on the model of Wales.

Most of the personalities in this book are men, but a few remarkable women of the Le Fustec family
are also presented. There’s Marie Le Fustec who was killed by lightening in 1773. Like many good
stories, her fate is detailed in a ballad. Against her father’'s wishes she had gone out in a storm to
meet her lover. The father had even said "may lightening strike you" in his anger when she defied
his wishes--much to his terrible regret later. One can still find the cross erected in her memory in
Brittany.

While others might have chosen to present the Le Fustec family in a more factual and perhaps
historically more accurate manner, | found the focus on personnalities and short portraits very
interesting and very visual--more like listening to someone as they showed you snapshots in a
photo album or home movies. This is an enjoyable book and as you meet some memorable
Bretons, you'll also learn a great deal of history.

Claire Arnaux. L’Etonnante Amazone de Menez Kamm--Vefa de Saint Pierre (1872-1967). Spezet:
Editions Coop Breizh. 1995. 292 pages.

In January 1975 | was just starting to explore research possibilities in Brittany, beginning with a
summer stay in Brittany to begin study of the Breton language (and to also look into the Breton
music scene). Familiar with the Celtic League, Alan Heusaff was one of the first people | contacted
for information about Brittany and he kindly gave me the name of Jakez Derouet, then the Breton
Secretary for the Celtic League. So | fired off my best letter in French to J. Derouet in the city of
Nantes-en-Bretagne (which | learned later was better known simply as "Nantes"). He answered with
a very helpful letter in English with suggestions for Breton language summer camps and, given my
interest in music, he suggested | look into the cultural center called Menez Kamm. This is how he
described Menez Kamm: "In the heart of the Breton speaking area you can find an old property and
small castle given by an old patriot woman to the Breton cultural association. You will find people



New Books from Brittany - continued

speaking Breton, playing Breton songs on guitare or feadog, or bagpipe. It is the best for meeting
people from all parts of Brittany and interested by our national heritage and our today political
struggle. There are dormitories and food at cheap prices..." This sounded like paradise to me.

| had no car for the summer stay in 1975 so staying in the city of Rennes proved to be more
practical. Unfortunately, by the time | began my year-long stay for research in 1978-79, Menez
Kamm was no longer the center of intense activity it had been in the early 1970s...a place where
legendary concerts had been held and a meeting place for any and everyone interested in the
Breton language and culture. | began my year in Brittany instead at the cultural center called Ti
Kendalc’h and this was not at all a poor substitute for the mythical Menez Kamm.

That long anecdote leads up to an explanation of why | was so delighted to receive the book by
Claire Arlaux called L’Etonnante Amazone de Menez Kamm--Vefa de Saint Pierre, 1872-1967 (The
Astonishing Amazon of Menez Kamm). Vefa de Saint Pierre was the "old patriot woman" Jakez
Derouet had mentioned who had made Menez Kamm available to the Breton cultural movement of
the 1970s. As | learned in reading this biography, she was much more than that--an astonishing
personality indeed who shocked her wealthy family in the late 19th century with her taste for
masculine pastimes (in a period when appropriate behavior for each sex was tightly defined--and in
the opinion of Vefa de Saint Pierre, unfairly restricted for women). She learned as a child how to
shoot a gun and go hunting which became a pasttime she pursued all her life--making newspaper
headlines with her courageous encounters with wild boars and bear-hunting expeditions in North
America. Indeed, Vefa de Saint Pierre was a world traveller--a journalist and writer in a period when
very few women took this role. She was also a woman who made some wrong turns. Devoutly
Catholic she entered a convent but was never able to complete her vows. She also had a very short
and unhappy marriage. Her outspokenness and insistence on an independence considered
inappropriate to women of her social station and period no doubt lie behind the title "Amazon." But
Vefa de Saint Pierre was also a very generous woman and applied her ferocity to the defense of the
Breton language and culture.

This biography brings this remarkable woman to life through a wealth of details and excerpts from
journals as well as interesting photographs. One gets a wonderful taste of the strong personality of
Vefa de Saint Pierre and the loving but sometimes difficult relations she maintained with her family,
friends and neighbors. The four years of research by author Claire Arnaux have led to a dense but
highly enjoyable book which sheds a great deal of light not only on an interesting personality, but
also on Breton society and changes in the Breton movement during the early 20th century through
the 1970s. | enjoyed meeting Vefa de Saint Pierre and finally visiting the magical place called
Menez Kamm.

* *x *

Horizons Bretons/Dremmwel Breizh

This is a new magazine, which, in fact, is not new at all but the latest publication put out by the
Breton community of Paris. For over 50 years the newspaper La Bretagne a Paris provided an
excellent summary of economic, political and cultural events in Brittany and the very active Breton
emigrant community of Paris. With the disappearance of that publication in the 1980s, a new
magazine was launched in 1988 called first Breizh e Pariz and then Le journal des Bretons. This
had a very wide distribution and branched out to include news of Bretons throughout the world. |
found it to be particularly strong for its clear presentation of Breton economic initiatives as well as
regular news of cultural events in Brittany. With the unexpected death of editor Pierre Le Goff in
April 1995, it looked as if the Breton emigrant comunity would lose this important voice. But, a core
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New Books from Brittany - continued

of Bretons active in the Paris area branch of Kendalc’h, the organization called Etudes et
Recherches en Bretagne, and the OBE (Organisation des Bretons de I'Exterieur) have come to the
rescue with a very fine new monthly magazine called Horizons Bretons.

Included in the 12 pages of this glossy and attractive magazine is lots of news of Bretons in the
Paris area, France and Europe, but also in North, South and Central America, and throughout the
world. Different cultural organizations are featured and regular news of Diwan and Breton language
schooling is also included. There are book and record reviews, interviews with musicians and a
regular column on Breton history. A calendar of events allows one to get an idea of how active the
Breton community remains. Unique to this magazine is the focus on the international presence of
Bretons.

Subscription outside of France for one year (12 numbers) is 200 francs (370 for two years). Those
wishing more information or to subscribe should contact:

Horizons Bretons, 106 chemin de la C8te du Moulin,

78620 L’Etang la Ville, France

Telephone and fax: 33 (1) 39 58 68 51

E-Mail: aviez@teaser.fr ~ Web: http://www.teaser.fr/~aviez/obe/

> b S

Joseph Ollivier, Les Contes de Luzel. Preface and Postface by Per Denez. Lesneven: Hor Yezh,
1995. 296 pages.

Although one might think so from the title, this is not a collection of stories collected by the famous
19th century collector Francois-Marie Luzel who was the subject of conferences, mini-festivals, and
a variety of lectures during 1995 to mark the 100th anniversary of his death. The bulk of this book is
an inventory of stories (published and unedited) by Luzel which was put together by Joseph Ollivier
in 1930 and reproduced from his manuscripts deposited with the Municipal Library of Rennes. Three
collection notebooks by Luzel are also found at that library and their contents are also included.
Ollivier's meticulous work includes in fact four listings of the stories--one by alphabetical order by
title of the story, one by the years stories were collected, one by the storytellers, and the fourth by
the place the collection was made. A biographical presentation of (and homage to) Joseph Ollivier
(1878-1946), who was a surgeon-dentist in Landerneau, is included in a 15-page Preface by Per
Denez.

While this is not a book most Bro Nevez readers will rush out to buy, it is an important document for
scholars interested in better understanding Luzel and the collection work he did. Indeed, there
seems much yet to be understood, as Per Denez points out in a 90-page postface focused on the
issue of the "authenticity”" of Luzel’s texts. Luzel has been held up as a paragon of scrupulous
collection work, copying down Breton folktales and song texts just as they were dictated by those he
collected them from. And he was one who virulently attacked the work of the equally famous 19th
century song collector Hersart de la Villemarque, who was presumed to rewrite and even fabricate
some of the songs he included in his collections. Careful study of La Villemarqué's field notebooks
by Donatien Laurent in the past few decades have shown that the texts of La Villemarque were not
in fact frauds (see Donatien Laurent's 1990 publication Aux sources du Barzaz Breiz: La mémoire
d’'un peuple, reviewed in Bro Nevez 34, May 1990). It appears now that the collection work of Luzel
is also in need to very careful scrutiny to understand how close his printed texts are to the version
actually given by a storyteller or singer. This is indeed the work of scholars who have a solid
grounding in Breton and French and the ability to sort through published and unpublished
manuscripts to put puzzle pieces together.
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New Books from Brittany - continued

It appears that the issue of "authenticity" is still one able to generate considerable controversy.
Much of Per Denez’s 90-page postface is an analysis of how Luzel did his collection work, but it is
also a hard critique of a recent work edition of Luzel's stories: Contes Bretons, Texte etabli et
presente par Frangoise Morvan (Edition Presses Universitaires de Rennes - Terre de Brume). It is
Frangoise Morvan’s presentation and "establishment" of the texts that is highly criticized by Denez--
to the degree that Mme Morvan took Per Denez and the publisher of Hor Yezh, Yann Desbordes, to
court to try to block sales of the book. She lost the case and this book is available for those who
can benefit from the important work of Joseph Ollivier as well as from the analysis of Luzel's work
provided by Per Denez.

The tales Luzel collected are available in Breton in five volumes published by Al Liamm (1984 to
1994) called Kontadennod ar Bobl, and French texts are being published jointly by An Here, Hor
Yezh and Mouladuriou Hor Yezh in a series of volumes under the title Contes traditionnels de
Bretagne. Whatever the issues of controversy over authenticity of texts the work of 19th century
collectors such as La Villemarque and Luzel are extremely rich and important documentation of the
rich Breton oral tradition of that period. The ongoing work of scholars to better understand how such
collectors worked and the changes (or lack of changes) made to texts from the storyteller to the
printed page is also important and will no doubt continue to generate some controversy.

C e A R e e

"FACT SHEETS"” ON BRETON MUSIC

Because people contacting me often have questions about Breton music, | have put together a
series of "fact sheets" on different topics: song, dance, various musical instruments, etc. These
include some background text as well as books and recordings | feel are important to learning more
about the particular topic. These will replace some of the information now found in the U.S. ICDBL
"A Guide to Music in Brittany" and can be distributed individually as well at festivals or in response
to a particular request for information. As will anything with bibliographies and discographies, they
will need constant updating given the high quality and quantity of new readings and recordings from
Brittany. On the following pages | have reprinted a sample of just one of the sheets (and will try to
include them in future issues of Bro Nevez). Since you have just heard something about Luzel and
La Villemarque, this sheet presents some of the 19th century collection work in Brittany.

For those who already have "A Guide to Music in Brittany" and would like the more up-to-date
information provided on these sheets, | would be happy to send you the set. Please send me a
photocopy of the cover to your Guide and $1.00 to cover the cost of postage.

| would also be very pleased to hear from anyone who would be interested in working on putting
together one-page fact sheets on particular topics: festivals, tourist information, topics in history,
Breton economy, the Breton flag and anthem, environment, film and cinema, etc. There are a
number of topics where a quick guide to available resources would be very useful.
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TRADITIONAL SONG IN BRITTANY: 19TH CENTURY TEXT COLLECTIONS

An introduction prepared by Lois Kuter (1/96)
U.S. Branch, International Committee for the Defense of the Breton Language

Documentation of the oral song tradition of Brittany was limited until the 19th century when the
collection of popular song became a common activity for amateur scholars and Celticists. An interest in
ancient Celtic literary roots expressed in the oral song tradition was to spawn a number of collections
by amateur historians and gentry scholars of Breton antiquities. Beginning in the 1830s magazines
served as a very important medium for the publication of song texts. Some of the earlier magazines
were Le Lycée Armoricain, La Revue de Bretagne, La Nouvelle Revue de Bretagne, and La Revue de
I'Armorique. Later in the 19th century and in the early 20th century a dozen other magazines were to
follow.

The best known song text collection of the 19th century is Hersart de la Villemarque’'s Barzaz Breiz,
first published in 1839. This was the first major publication of Breton songs and it inspired other
collectors as well as brought international attention to Breton traditions. The Barzaz Breiz gave
evidence that Brittany had a rich cultural heritage dating back to its common Celtic roots in the British
Isles. It was also important in giving prestige to a Breton language literature. The Barzaz Breiz was a
product of the Romantic period in which it was produced, and was bitterly attacked by other Breton
scholars for the liberties taken with the texts--especially the glorification of Brittany’s independence from
France. La Villemarque collected his texts in a period (1835-40) when methods of transcription and
edition were not so scrupulously defined, and controversy about the authenticity of his texts has
continued to the present day. While La Villemarque never adequately defended his work for himself, a
detailed study of his collection notebooks by Donatien Laurent has shown that he did not invent the
texts as some of his accusers had claimed. Study of La Villemarque’s field notes show that he was a
good Breton language speaker and that texts were carefully collected, even if cleaned up and revised
for publication to suit the tastes of 19th century readers.

Following La Villemarque was another influential collector, Francois-Marie Luzel (1821-1895). Between
1869 and 1890 Luzel published over 400 song texts from the Tregor region of northern Brittany in four
volumes. In contrast to the literary retouching characteristic of La Villemarque and other earlier
collectors, Luzel's texts were more representative of his informant’s renditions. Luzel was also an
important scholar of popular theater--another major media for the Breton language still found today, .
although not as popular as in earlier centuries. Some of the other better known song text collectors of
this period included Prosper Proux (1811-1873), Narcisse Quellien (1848-1902), Alfred Bourgeois
(1824-1904) and composers and musicicologists L. A. Bourgault-Ducoudray (1840-1910) and Maurice
Duhamel (1884-1940) who included music transcriptions and analysis.

Parallel to the collection of song texts in Brittany was the collection of folk tales, proverbs and folk
beliefs, as well as linguistic studies of the Breton language. Some of the best known collectors of the
19th and early 20th century who also included song in their study were: Emile Souvestre (1806-1854),
Anatole le Braz (1859-1925), Francois Vallée (1860-1949), Joseph Loth (1847-1934), Loeiz Herrieu
(1879-1953), and Emile Ernault (1852-1938). While scholars focused on the Breton language traditions
of western Brittany, there were also some who collected French and Gallo language traditions in
eastern Brittany: Adolphe Orain (1834-1918) and Paul Sebillot (1834-1918).

The collection of song and folk traditions was dampened by World War | (1914-1919) with the loss of
many young Breton men to the war (approximately 240,000 lost of a population of 3.2 million). This
marked the beginning of a period of rural exodus as well as increasing influence of French institutions
which actively promoted the French language and a standardized culture from Paris. While collection
activity was greatly diminished until a revival of interest in folk traditions in the 1950s and 60s, there
were always a few individuals documenting traditions of their region and their collection and activity has
been important in providing a record of an ongoing oral tradition in Brittany.

continued other side... .



Sound recordings of Breton music date from 1900 with wax cylinders of singers made by Dr. Azoulay
who recorded "peoples of the world" at the Exposition universelle de Paris. Early recordings were also
made by Francois Vallée of Marc’harid Fulup who was a renowned singer and the primary informant for
Luzel's collections in the 1870s and 80s. Other recordings which have not been released were made in
1908 by Austrian Rudolf von Trebitsch and by the Musée des Arts et Traditions Populaires of Paris in
1939.

See Introduction sheet for DASTUM for information on current collection activities in Brittany.

SOME READING

Berthou-Beécam, Laurence. "L’enquéte Ampere-Fortoul sur les poésies populaires de la France (1852-
1876)" (The Ampere-Fortoul study of popular poetry of France, 1852-1876). Musique bretonne 123

(May-June 1993): 3-11. (preliminary findings of much more extensive research on one of a number of
19th century collectors)

Laurent, Donatien. Aux sources du Barzaz-Breiz--la mémoire d’'un peuple. Douarnenez: Ar Men, 1989.
335 pages. (Based on careful scrutiny of original notebooks and letters over a 20-year period of
research, the author has published a detailed analysis of the Barzaz Breiz, the most controversial and
influential song collection to be published in Brittany. 45 introductory pages place this collection in
historical context and detail the tedious work of transcribing the hand-written song texts. The bulk of the
book is made up of the song transcriptions--Breton with French translations. A third section examines
La Villemarque as a collector. Includes a comprehensive bibliography and useful indexes)

La Villemarque, Vicomte Hersart de (Kervarker). Barzaz Breizh--Chants populaires de |a Bretagne.
Paris: Librairie Academique Perrin, 1963; reprint of 3rd edition of 1867; 1st edition 1839. 540 pages.
(Classic collection of song texts; songs are in French translation with smaller print version of original
Breton texts at bottom of pages; some music and notes included). Barzhaz-Breiz. Lesneven:
Mouladuriou Hor Yezh, 1988. 454 pages. (First edition to give Breton version of texts prominent place;
melodies for songs also included)

Luzel, Francois Marie (Fanch an Uhel). Chants et chansons populaires de la Basse-Bretagne. Paris:
Maisonneuve et Larose, 1869-1830. (Another very important collection of traditional Breton language
songs; considered to be less "refined" than the Barzaz Breiz)

Malrieu, Patrick. Histoire de la chanson populaire bretonne. Dastum and Skol, 1983. 95 pages.
(Summary of the history of Breton song texts and their collection; well documented with text
reproductions and photos)

SOME RECORDINGS

various performers

Tradition chantée de Bretagne: Aux sources du Barzaz Breiz. Ar Men & Dastum. SCM 013. 1989
(compact disc with songs performed by contemporary traditional singers from the famous 13th century
collection, Barzaz Breiz, by Hersart de la Villemarque. accompanied by a 75-page booklet with history,
background on performers, and song texts in Breton and French. Performers include Soeurs Goadec,
Ifig Troadeg, Erik Marchand, Mari Harnay, and Yann-Fanch Kemener, and others including a wax
cylinder recording of Marc’harid Fulup from 1900)

various performers

Barzaz Breizh--c’hoazh hag adarre. FR3 Bretagne/Le Lagon Bleu LBCD 03 (CD) LBK 03 (cassette).
1990. (performers using a variety of styles to interpret songs from the classic 19th century song
collection by La Villemarque, Barzaz Breiz. Performers include: Reves de gosse, Y-F Kemener, Youenn
Gwernig, Gilles Servat, Andrea ar Gouilh, Herve Queffeleant, Roland Becker, E.V., Dan ar Bras,
Chorale du Bout du Monde)
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NEW RECORDINGS FROM BRITTANY

Reviewed by Lois Kuter

Eugenie Duval--Conteuse et chanteuse de Haute-Bretagne. Chanteurs et musiciens de Bretagne No. 10.
Dastum/La Boueze. DAS 125. 1995. 90 minute cassette & 75-page booklet.

The tenth in Dastum’s series called "Chanteurs et musiciens de Bretagne" is just like the previous nine--a
beautifully documented presentation of wonderful recordings. In this case singer and storyteller Eugenie Duval
is featured, and the collectors and producers of this recording from Dastum and the organization la Boueze have
done a fine job of bringing this exceptional performer to life.

The cassette includes 13 songs and 9 stories, including two short tales told by her father, Emile Rebillon, from
whom she inherited much of her repertoire of stories. All performances are live, recorded at festivals or veillees
(evening gatherings of a more intimate nature), and they capture well the important participatory presence of an
audience in Brittany.

Bom in 1926 in the village of Mézidre-sur-Couesnon in the Fouggres area of Upper Brittany, Eugenie Duval
grew up with the oral tradition around her, and she absorbed a large repertoire of both songs and stories. While
known locally for her talents, it was only in the 1980s that she was urged to perform more publicly. In 1987 she
participated in a storytelling contest organized by the Credit Mutual bank and in 1989 she won first prize--the
bogue d’or (golden chestnut)--for her performance of the song "La délaissée” at the annual Bogue d’Or contest
held in Redon. This song has become a mainstay of her repertoire and leads of this cassette. For the past seven
years Eugenie has been performing at festivals and contests as well as at schools and retirement homes--using
Gallo or French depending on the audience. Eugenie Duval is a master of both song and storytelling and this
cassette presents her at her best.

The accompanying 75-page booklet is loaded with information including a biography, a description of her
repertoire and how she has learned songs and stories, and a very good description of Gallo, the language you
hear her use in storytelling which is not immediately recognizable to those limited to standard French. The
orthography chosen to present the story texts is also carefully explained. Not only is each text (song and story)
fully included, but several paragraphs are included for each to explain how they became a part of Eugenie
Duval’s repertoire and to point out other versions to be found in Brittany, France and even Quebec. Scholars
interested in comparisons with other songs and stories are given "type" references and bibliographic references
to make that easy. Others may find some of the text a bit academic, but most is very interesting and deepens
one’s appreciation of the song and story traditions of Upper Brittany and one of its masters. As if the fine
recordings were not enough, 16 photographs also help to bring Eugenie Duval to life.

Congratulations to the staff of Dastum and la Boueze who put together this cassette and booklet which
beautifully present the genius of Eugenie Duval.

Roland Becker. Jour de Féte & Féte de nuit/Deneh fest ha fest noz. Oyoun Musik/Coop Breizh CD 436. 1995.

One can tell right away when looking at it that this little packet will not be just another compact disc. The fact
that Roland Becker’s name is on it is already a clue that you have something interesting and something of high
quality. Jour de féte & féte de nuit comes as a little hard-bound book--exactly the same proportions as a CD
case, but with a little sleeve in the back for the CD. There is absolutely no plastic anywhere and the pages of
the book are high grade paper with lovely printing.

As the back of the book cover describes this production, it is a "film sonore" or "sound film" of Brittany. This
includes sounds of all kinds: whistles, bull-roarers and other noise-makers, crackling bonfires, rain and
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New Recordings - continued

thunder, street vendor calls, market place hustle, church bells, birds and farm animals ... and human imitators of
animals. And woven into a wealth of sounds one finds dances, marches and melodies played on binbiou and
bombarde, veuze, clarient, fiddle, fife and whistles.

Listening to the CD is a remarkably visual experience. Having been to small viallges, town markets, festivals
and dances in Brittany, it was easy to put a picture to the sounds, even though I never heard such a complex
arrangement of such music and noises when in Brittany. Even if you have never been to Brittany, I am quite
certain this recording will evoke strong images--a film to which everyone can bring their own experiences,
memories and imagination.

There are notes to guide one’s images. These are short quotes from 19th century (and a few early 20th century)
travellers and writers which set a scene or explain particular noises which may remain mysterious if one has
limited experience to draw on--the sounds of a mill, a horse fair, or various noise-making devices children have
used. One sound which had no resonance in my experience was a very startling and sppoky sound made by
rubbing metal basins. These eery vibrations are what start off the CD and I would advise you to warn your pets
it’s coming. While my cat has never shown any fondness for any music I play, she kept a very careful eye on
the speakers when I started the CD as if expecting something to come out of them. It was only upon hearing the
more familiar binious and bombarde that she seemed to relax into a more usual tolerant disdain. And although
she did not run to the closet to hide as usual, the recording of thunder also got her attention. An being one who
is warey of small children, their occasional voices and laughter also kept my cat quite alert. All this is to say,
that even with a sound system of relatively limited capacities, the sounds on this CD will jump out at you ...
and your pets.

Notes to each selection on the CD help create images with the paragraph describing an event or scene, and they
also give a precise indication of what the sounds are that one hears (such as the very strange pot rubbing) as
well as the particular instruments used for specific melodies or dances. With the impressions of 19th century
writers to guide one, the juxtoposition of music and a very rich texture of sounds gives this CD a very strong
visiual element. But, it is not just a bunch of atmosphere-setting noises. There is lots of music. The paired
playing of bombarde and biniou with drum is quite dominant (provided by Roland Becker on bombarde, Didier
Durassien on biniou and veuze, and Antonin Volson on drum), one also hears veuze, flutes and fife, clarinet,
fiddle, various percussions, and a very lovely cantique performed on the serpent, a 17th century wooden
instrument curved like a snake and played with a trumpet type mouthpiece.

As a big fan of bombarde and biniou, I really enjoyed listening to the music on the CD, but it was the wealth of
other sounds and the success of this book/CD as a "sound film" that makes it unique. There are dozens of
voices and "noisemakers" noted in the book who contribute to the tapestry of music and sounds, but it is the
wonderful arrangement by Roland Becker that makes this production so visually interesting. While the sounds
are ones more common to 19th century Brittany, they work well on 20th century ears and imaginations.

X k% X

Andre Le Meut & Hervé Riviére. Bombarde et Orgue--Musiques profane et sacrée de Bretagne/Bombard and
Organ--Temporal and Sacred Music from Brittany. Keltia Musique KMCD 52. 1995. 55°33.

The combination of bombarde and organ is relatively new in Brittany, dating only from the early 20th century.
And there are relatively few of these pairs despite the popularity of the bombarde and a number of

fine organs to be found in Breton churches. While I have always found the heaviness of classical organ music to
be very doleful and uninviting, this instrument can invoke other moods. The bombarde-organ duo is fully
capable of joyful dance music...as well-demonstrated with the larides, gavottes from Pourlet, and kas-a-barzh on
this CD. In the hands of a master such as Herv€ Riviére, the organ of the Basillica of Sainte-Anne is brought -
fully to life. And equally skilled in the pairing is the bombarde player Andre Le Meut.
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New Recordings - continued

Riviére has a doctorat in musicology from the Sorbonne and is a medal winner for his mastery of the organ, but
he has also been interested in the oral traditions of Brittany and understands well the spontaneity of that
tradition. With one of Brittany’s finest traditional singers (Jean Le Meut) for a father, Andre Le Meut has had
the priviledge of growing up with some of the most beautiful Vannetais melodies in his ears. Playing with and
directing the Bagad Lokoal-Mendon has also given this bombarde player a feel for innovation.

Playing together since 1987 Hervé Rivicre and Andre Le Meut seem a match made in heaven. Their
arrangements of Breton cantiques (hymns) and secular ballads (many on the theme of marriage and love affairs
gone astray) are both interesting and delightful. The repertoire is from Vannetais Brittany (Bro Gwened) and
shows off well why the melodies from this area are reknowned for their melodic beauty.

Enhancing the masterful performance on this CD are very good CD notes--in French and English (one side of
the booklet is French and the other English when you start from the other end). An introduction presents the
musicians and their instruments, and each selection is also documented. While the French version is slightly
longer with a few additional details, the English version is quite adequate and well written.

This is a recording that shows off the full potential of expression capable in the pairing of bombarde and organ,
and I recommend it highly.

Cabestan. Chants de marins--Temp€te pour sortir. Keltia Musique KMCD 58. 1995.

Cabestan has been a leading maritime music group in Brittany for ten years, and while its content has changed
frequently, this group always includes a core of excellent musicians. The strong voices of Christian Desnos and
Armaud Maisonneuve remain for me the defining strength of the group which also now includes bass player Ben
Creac’h, fiddler and veuze player Thierry Moreau, and guitarist Bernard Simard of Quebec.

The CD includes a number of "classic" maritime songs which can be found on ecarlier Cabestan recordings or
the wonderful "Chants de Marins" series produced by Chasse-Marre. This CD is unique in its North American
flavor, with Quebecois reels and several rearrangements of songs common to both Breton and Canadian
repertories which are given a definite new-world swing. And one takes a short but lively trip to Louisiana for a
Cajun two-step.

While the Quebec flavor is quite appealing, I found this new CD a little disappointing. The instrumental
accompaniments and arrangements just didn’t seem as interesting or powerful as earlier work by Cabestan. No
doubt this is just a matter of personal taste, since there is no question about the high quality of each performer
in the group. The CD does have nice variety in the use of instruments to accompany the fine voices one hears,
from veuze to steel guitar, bass, accordion and fiddle.

Notes to this fifth Cabestan album include an introduction in Both French and English, and notes for each song

are also bilingual. Texts are given for all the songs, and this is always very welcome no matter how well known
the song.
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New Recordings - continued

Karen Ashbrook. Knock on the Door--Traditional Music from Ireland and Brittany. Maggie’s Music Inc.
MMCD212. 1995.

This is a lovely collection of Irish instumental arrangements featuring hammered dulcimer which gives the
recording overall a delicate and rather elegant feel. Although the subtitle to the CD says "Traditional Music
from Ireland and Brittany," the Breton element is tiny--a nice arrangement of tunes for the dance laride. Another
piece, "Crested Hens" is described as being "first composed as a bouree by a Breton hurdy gurdy player named
Chabenat." Maybe the hurdy gurdy player was a Breton, but a bouree is most definitely not a Breton dance (but
instead from the Auvergne region of southern France). The jacket notes also indicate that for the larides, the
fiddle and concertina mimic the biniou and bombarde. While I found that the arrangement had nicely
maintained the nice swing of the laride, the idea that the instruments mimiced the paired playing of biniou and
bombarde was a very far stretch for me. There was one other link to Breton music noted in the jacket notes
with the tune "Fox in the Glen" said to be "written in a Breton style by harper Sara Park." I have no idea what
is meant by this, and had no further clue in listening to the piece. But I did wonder if this was the same Sara
Park who once was an ICDBL member and who had hosted the band Kornog many years ago when they toured
in the Washington D.C. area. It’s nice to think she is still playing the harp and continues to have a fondness for
Breton music.

All those are petty comments in no way detract from the fine quality of this CD, and it is always good to find
that musicians are incorporating a Breton tune or two in their repertoire. Karen Ashbrook is an excellent
musician and I hope she will continue to listen to Breton music and arrange it as she pleases. If you enjoy Irish
music (arranged with hammered dulcimer, lots of fiddle, guitar, and a little flute and percussion), then you will
enjoy this CD.

*k kK

Robin Bullock. Midnight Howl. Maggie’s Music, Inc. MMCD213. 1995. 55°13.

There are hundreds of great recordings that come out each year by musicians from the Celtic countries and
North America. I have tried to limit reviews in Bro Nevez to Breton releases since thare are so many great--and
lesser known--recordings to be introduced. And, as with the case of the recording reviewed above which gives
the rather misleading subtitle: "Traditional Music from Ireland and Brittany," I also review from time to time
musicians who include some Breton tunes in their repertoire--and happily, this seems to be more and more
common. But every now and then, as editor, I receive something with no Breton connections whatsoever which
seems worth mentioning.

Such is the case with a new CD by Robin Bullock called "Midnight Howl." As an employee at a natural science
museum who can always learn more about the natural world, I was immediately attracted by the wolf motif and
the byline to this CD which read "a celebration of the wild American spirit and its Celtic roots in traditional and
old-time music." I don’t know if the American wilderness owes much to Celtic or old-time music, but I do
know a good musician when I hear one. I picked the Blizzard of 1996 with 30 inches of snow out my door to
listen to this CD, and I found it a lovely accompaniment to the howling winds out my window. Robin Bullock
is a very accomplished "picker"--guitars and a variety of other strings. He has a bit of a classical touch, but is
quite able to transmit the soulfulness of a slow air and the joy of an Irish dance tune.

Looking for Breton Musicians???

| received the following flyer in the mail (reduced here to half its size) and thought it worth passing
along since many people have asked me about the availability of Breton musicians on the North
American continent.
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THE SUMMER UNIVERSITY OF BRITTANY

Each year the Universite d’Eté de Bretagne (Skol-Veur Hanv Breizh) organizes a series of classes
(usually one-week in length on a variety of topics. These preceed the annual Inter-Celtic Festival of
Lorient and people from all over the world are welcome to them. They are taught by some of the best
scholars of Brittany, but directed to non-scholars. In 1996 the program will include topics such as:
introduction to the natural patrimony of Brittany, discovery of Wales, workshop on the history of Roman
Armorica, French as a foreign language, colloquium on the Atlantic Arc, a week in the Breton language
on contemporary Brittany, classes for Breton and Irish, a colloquium on Breton wrestling and one on
comtemporary Irish culture, a week on the history of art in Cornwall, comparative mythology, five days
of experimental archeology, and the annual International Workshop on Breton and Celtic music.

| will no doubt be receiving more details so contact me if you want further information, or , better yet,
contact:

Universite d’Eté de Bretagne, 5 rue Pasteur, 56100 Lorient (France)
Tel.: (33) 97 64 1990 / Fax:(33) 97 64 20 45
Web: http://www.teaser.fr/~aviez/ueb/ -

*x k *k k Kk Kk k

COMPUTER ALERT

My attention has been drawn to an new "newsgroups line" to be established called soc.culture.breton.
This is intended to be a forum for discussion of issues relevant to Breton culture and Brittany, including
the survival of the Breton language. In December a vote was called by "proponents" Marko Puljic
<madcro@msc.com> and Alain Cedelle <Alain.Cedelle@irisa.fr>. | don’t have the computer set-up to
follow this, but would be interested in hearing more from any Bro Nevez readers able to follow the
progress of this line.

ok e do FOER

CALL FOR PAPERS: American Conference for Irish Studies, Inc.

Dear Friends of the Breton Language:

If there are at least three scholars of the Breton language, enough to give three 20-minute
presentations on a single panel, | invite you to participate in the next American Conference for Irish
Studies annual convention, April 1997. My term as president will end that month, so up until that time |
can guarantee you a slot on the program. Several menbers f the ICDBL are also ACIS memers
already. But this special Breton session would be our gesture of friendship and support to Breton
studies. In a sense, you could piggy-back on our meeting. You could attend our other sessions, and
some of our members might wish to attend yours. This would give far-flung members of the ICDBL a
chance to meet face to face. At the beginning of the ACIS, thirty years ago, we could only muster one
session at AHA or MLA. Last summer in Belfast we had 600 people in attendance. April 1997 will be
much smaller, probably about 300. Just where we shall meet is not certain, but it is likely to be Albany,
NY, but possibly also Houston (TX), Worcester (MA), or North Easton (near Brockton, MA). | would
expect that a qualified member of the ICDBL would accept the presentatins, but would not necessarily
have to be present to introduce them.
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BASQUES AND BRETONS - AN UPDATE

According to newspaper clippings | have received, Bretons continue to protest the continuing arrests of Bretons
accused of offering hospitality to Basques presumed to have some sort of relation to the ETA. During the past
four years nearly 200 Bretons have been arrested and charged with aiding Basques by helping them find a place
to live. 32 Bretons were tried in December and given sentences (many suspended) ranging from four months to
three years of prison. In December 2,000 demonstrators gathered in Morlaix, in January 1,500 demonstrators hit
the streets of Guingamp, and 300 residents of Spezet demonstrated there and signed a petition saying "I have
had a Basque stay in my home." In February 800 people (with estimations up to 2,000) demonstrated in Rennes.
Bretons are particularly angry that those accused only of the “crime" of hospitality in Brittany are so scrupulously
pursued and arrested, while openly armed terrorists in Corsica are not being arrested by police. Bretons argue
that they are not in support of the violence of the ETA, but merely have offered helpto political refugees. There
appears to be no effort made before Bretons are arrested to determine if Basques given hospitality by them were
refugees from very real threats of torture and assassinations carried out by GAL (Groupes antiterroristes de

liberation) in the 1980s, or actual members of the ETA whose extradition is sought by Spain. The unnecessary
brutality with which Bretons have been arrested, hauled to a local jail and then shipped to Paris for several
weeks of provisional detention before a trial determining guilt or innocence is even held, has also caused anger.
(see articles below and the last issue of Bro Nevez no. 56 for more on this issue).

Ouest-France
Vendredi 26 janvier 1996

Réseau de soutien aux Basques

Un conseiller municipal de Lannion arréte

Nouvelle interpellation jeudi
matin a Lannion: un élu
municipal et sa compagne,
soupconnés d’avoir aidé ou
hébergé des militants bas-
ques présumés membres
de PETA. lis ont été trans-
férés au cours de la jour-
née a Paris, rejoignant qua-
tre autres personnes inter-
pellées depuis mardi.

Jean-Yves Callac, agriculteur,
conseiller municipal, avait, aux
derniéres municipales, été le seul
élu de sa liste symboliquement
baptisée « Sous le chéne vert de
Lannion ». Une liste indépendante
qui n'a jamais caché ses sympa-
thies pour la cause bretonne.
Mercredi soir, il participait encore
a une manifestation a la suite de
I'interpellation, mardi dans la ré-
gion parisienne, de quatre Lan-
nionnais gardés a vue. Jeudi ma-
tin, a l'aube, il a été interpellé a
son tour dans son exploitation
agricole avec son épouse mé-
decin.

Cette nouvelle arrestation, qui
montre, un mois apres le juge-
ment de Paris a I'encontre d'une
trentaine de Bretons ayant hé-

Mercredi soir, Jean-Yves Callac, participait & une manifestation.
On le voit ici (au centre) dialoguant avec le commissaire de police
de Lannion (& droite). Quelques heures plus tard, il était interpellé
ainsi que sa -compagne.

bergé des Basques, que le juge
Le Vert n'a pas dételé, a causé
une vive émction a Lannion. Le
maire, Alain Gouriou (PS), est in-
tervenu aussitot au Conseil géné-
ral : « Le fond n’est pas mon pro-
bléme, c'est la méthode qui est

abusive. » Et il n'a pu s’empécher
de faire un paralléle avec ce qui
se passe en Corse : « La-bas, on
tolére des choses inadmissibles
et ici on emballe les gens avec
une brutalité inadmissible. »

Le maire a adressé un télé-
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gramme au service de police ju-
diciaire de Rennes ou le couple a
passé la matinée, pour « témoi-
gner a I’élu lannionnais toute la
sympathie du conseil municipal. »

Hier soir, apres le transfert de
Jean-Yves Callac et de sa com-
pagne a Paris, dans les locaux de
la 6¢ section de la direction cen-
trale de la police judiciaire, le
comité de soutien aux Bretons
interpellés a réagi en mobilisant
300 militants a Lannion et un
groupe d'autres a Rennes sur le
theme « Lachez les prisonniers ! »

Les slogans ont fusé jusqu’a la
mairie ou, en |'absence du maire,
retenu au Conseil général, les
manifestants ont été regus par
une dizaine d'élus. Dans la salle
du conseil, les militants bretons
ont demandé qu'une motion soit
rapidement prise, demandant une
entrevue au juge parisien anti-
terroriste, Laurence Le Vert.
« Pour que tout cela cesse. » Une
manifestation est prévue samedi
a Guingamp.

Les deux petites filles du cou-
ple, agées de 4 et 6 ans, ont été
recueillies par une famille amie.
Hier soir, dans la cour de I'agri-
culteur, seuls deux chiens er-
raient...



Reégions en bref
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Un Basque et sept Bretons
transférés a Paris

Le Basque et sept Bretons
interpellés lundi et mardi dans
le cadre de I'enquéte menée par
le juge Le Vert, a Paris, contre
I'hébergement de membres pré-
sumés ou de sympathisants de
I'ETA, ont été transférés dans la
journée de mercredi a Paris ou
leur garde a vue sera prolon-
gée. Parmi eux figure une habi-
tante de Pontivy, Mme Claude
Drevet, au domicile de laquelle
aurait été arrété, selon la police,
Ignacio Etxeberrai Martin, dit
Mortadelo.

Originaire de Pampelune, agé
de 31 ans, celui-ci, toujours se-
lon des sources policiéres, se-
rait I'objet d’'une demande d'ex-
tradition de I'Espagne et soup-
¢conné d'appartenir au
commando « Madrid » dont le
dernier attentat a la voiture pié-
gée, le 11 décembre a Madrid, a
fait six morts. Le pseudonyme
de Mortadelo avait été retrouvé
sur des documents lors du dé-
mantélement d'un centre de for-

“liberté, une homonymie étant a

mation de commando a Arca-

.chon en septembre 1993.

Parmi les sept Bretons trans-
férés, Roland Convers, de Les-
couet-Gouarec et Anne Le Fer-
rand, sa compagne, font I'objet
d’'un mandat d’amener car, refu-
sant de répondre aux questions
de la PJ a Rennes, ils ont de-
mandé a étre entendus par le

seul juge Le Vert. lls pourront

étre détenus 24 heures au dépot
avant d'étre présentés au juge.
Pour Edouard et Marthe Morvan,
agriculteurs a Séglien (Morbi-
han), Jean-Yves Gautier, direc-
teur de la coopérative de pro-
ducteurs de blé noir Euro-
Breizh, a Guingamp et Marie
Stumpf, de Plévin (Cotes-d'Ar-
mor), Ignacio Martin et Claude
Drevet, la garde a vue est pro-
longée dans les locaux de la PJ
a Paris.

Une Rennaise figurait a I'ori-
gine parmi les personnes inter-
pellées. Elle a été remise en

I'origine d'une erreur.

Elus UDB: lettre ouverte a Toubon

Vingt-trois élus municipaux représentant des mouvements bre-
tons ont, a linitiative de I'UDB (Union démocratique bretonne)
envoyé une lettre ouverte au ministre de la Justice Jacques
Toubon. S'affirmant & la fois attachés a la tradition d’hospitalité
des Bretons et hostiles a toute stratégie terroriste, ils affirmen
avoir accueilli et hébergé des citoyens basques et demandent que
des poursuites soient exercées contre eux.

Deux élus garants « des valeurs humanistes »

Serge Moélo, conseiller général du canton de Cléguérec, e
Gilbert Rannou, maire de Séglien (Morbihan), signent un communi
qué commun demandant la libération de Roland Convers et Anne
Le Ferrand, ainsi que d'Edouard et Marthe Morvan «si aucune
preuve de leur culpabilit¢ n'a été établie ». Se portant garants de
« leur dévouement », les deux élus ajoutent : « S'ils ont hébergé des
Basques, ils I'ont certainement fait avec leur générosité habituelle e
I'intention de partager leurs valeurs humanistes et non-violentes. »
M. Convers et M. Morvan sont tous deux élus municipaux.

Un élu Yert au secours d’'un détenu espagnol

Un conseiller régional de Bretagne, Michel Balbot (Verts), élu
des Cotes-d’Armor, demande, dans une lettre au ministre de
I'Intérieur, de ne pas expulser vers I'Espagne un détenu basque,
Roberto Garcia de Albeniz, qui finit de purger, le e mars
prochain, une peine de prison pour faux et usage de faux,
infraction au port d’armes, séjour clandestin et contact avec
association de malfaiteurs. Albeniz est sous le coup d’un jugement
d’expulsion prononcé par le tribunal de La Rochelle en mai 1995.
L'elu régional demande qu'Albeniz, qui ne fait I'objet d'aucune
demande d’extradition de la part de I'Espagne, ait le choix du pays
vers lequel il sera expulsé.

BRRO1

Quest-France
Jeudi 15 février 1996

L’ancien président de la Cour constitutionnelle assassiné

Espagne : message sanglant de ’ETA

Hier, pour la deuxiéme fois

Saint-Sébastien,

un commando

nement. Sa stratégie est de frap-

en quelques jours, les indé-
pendantistes basques ont
frappé tout prés du pouvoir
en assassinant Pancien pré-
sident de la Cour constitu-
tionnelle, un proche du chef
du gouvernement.

L'ancien président de la Cour
constitutionnelle espagnole, Fran-
cisco Tomas y Valiente, a été
assassiné hier dans son bureau
de l'université autonome de Ma-
drid, ou il enseignait le droit. Fer-
nando Delgado, le ministre de
I'Intérieur, a attribué cet assassi-
nat & I'ETA, l'organisation indé-
pendantiste basque, qui a multi-
plié les attentats depuis décem-
bre.

Le dernier en date, avant celui
d’'hier, remontait au 6 février. A

avait assassiné l'une des person-
nalites socialistes les plus intluen-

tes du pays basque, I'avocat Fer-
nando Mugica.

Comme Fernando Mugica,
Francisco Tomas y Valiente était
un ami personnel de Felipe Gon-
zalez. Le chef du gouvernement a
été, selon son entourage, « pro-
fondément bouleversé » par ce
nouvel assassinat dont le but,
pour I'ETA, est de contraindre le
gouvernement a négocier sur les
revendications indépendantistes a
la veille des élections législatives.

L'ETA n'a d'ailleurs pas visé
uniguement les rangs du gouver-

per le plus haut possible, dans
toutes les composantes de la vie
politique. En avril dernier, le
grand favori des prochaines légis-
latives, José Maria Aznar, leader
de I'opposition de droite, avait lui-
méme échappé de justesse a un
attentat.

Des témoins ont permis d'iden-
tifier I'assassin présumé de I'an-
cien président de la Cour consti-
tutionnelle. Il s'agirait de Jon
Bienzobas, I'un des six membres
présumés du « commando Ma-
drid » dont la police a récemment
placardé les photos dans tout le
pays.

@ Ignacio Etxeberria Martin, dit « Mortadelo », 31 ans, soup-

conné d'appartenir au « commando Madrid » de I'ETA, a été arrété
lundi soir par la police francaise, lors d'un coup de filet a Pontivy.
Paradoxalement, la Justice espagnole ne dispose d'aucune charge
contre lui et hésite a demander son extradition.
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Pas de répit pour les Bretons hébergeant des Basques

Justice : sévere a I'Ouest, pas en Corse

Pour cause de soutien aux
Basques, de nouveaux Bre-
tons sont poursuivis par
une police et une justice in-
En Corse, les
mémes gardent P'arme au
pied. Contrastes.

Sur les six Lannionnais- inter-
pellés cette semaine, trois — dont
deux femmes — ont été mis en
examen vendredi soir pour « as-
sociation de malfaiteurs en rela-
tion avec une entreprise terro-
riste », mais laissés en liberté. La
liste s'allonge des Bretons pour-
chassés sous l|'accusation d’aide
officielle a I'ETA basque alors
que, pour eux, il ne s'agit que de
« solidarité avec des réfugiés ».

Un dialogue de sourds et une
obstination qui soulévent de nom-

cratique bretonne (UDB) vient
ainsi d'écrire a Jean-Louis Debré,
le ministre de l'Intérieur. « Alors
qu’en Corse les forces de police
placées sous vos ordres laissent
parader impunément six cents
hommes cagoulés et armés jus-
qu’aux dents, comment nos com-
patriotes ne seraient-ils pas cho-
qués par les méthodes brutales
que vous appliquez en Bretagne
a I'encontre de citoyens parfaite-
ment intégrés dans la société »,
peut-on lire dans la lettre.

« Sentiment d’impunité »

L'UDB pointe du doigt un vrai
probléme ressenti bien au-dela
de la Bretagne. Ces jours der-
niers, les magistrats des tribu-
naux de la Corse-du-Sud et de
Haute-Corse, ont écrit au garde

pour affirmer que «la crédibilité
de leur action et plus générale-
ment I'accomplissement normal
de leur mission judiciaire sont
gravement remis en cause. » lis
ont aussi dénoncé «le sentiment-
d’impunité ressenti par les au-
teurs d’actes terroristes » dans
I'lle de Beauté, ce qui les place
« en position de force par rapport
a Pinstitution judiciaire locale (...)
Un état de fait qui ne peut qu’inci-
ter les délinquants de droit com-
mun a se réclamer de ces mou-
vement ou a user de leurs mé-
thodes ».

Réponse de Jacques Toubon,
qui se rendra début février en
Corse : « Pour agir en Corse, je
n’ai attendu ni lettre ni expression
sensationnelle d’une difficulté qui
est réelle, mais qui ne doit pas
faire croire que la Corse est dans

breuses réactions. L'union démo- des Sceaux, Jacques Toubon, une situation extraterritoriale ».

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Lois,

... | was disturbed by your account of the involvement of Breton nationalists and/or cultural chauvinists with the
Basque terrorists. The ETA is a carbon copy of the IRA--both murderous outfits responsible for the deaths of
many innocent people. Perhaps under Franco the Basques were persecuted, but under the new
liberal/democratic constitutional monarchy in Spain, the Basques now enjoy a great deal of autonomy under a
Federal System, with freedom to educate and publish in the Basque language. There is no excuse for terroristic
activities, if there ever was. The Catalans enjoy the same autonomy and the same priviledges....I find it hard to
believe that the French police are guilty of the atrocities of which they are accused. While all police forces tend to
be somewhat brutal and callous because of their everyday contact with lawless brutes, | have always found the
French police to be courteous and sympathetique. | think these atrocity stories are being deliberately invented by
Breton activitists. Sheltering murderers is a crime, and if those who did so go to prison, | think justice will have
been served....

John Jones

Editor's Note: This is just an excerpt of a longer letter--related specifically to what was printed in No. 56 of Bro
Nevez. We all have our own opinions and interpretations of events based on our own experience and knowledge
of any situation. Some of us choose to believe one thing and others believe something totally different. And as
the articles printed above show, sometimes contradictory information is reported. The ideas printed in Bro Nevez
are always those of the individual who writes them, and do not reflect the opinion of the U.S. ICDBL as a whole.
Because the issue of arrests of Bretons for offering Basques hospitality has been a major news issue in Brittany,
| have tried to offer information as | receive it. You are free to form your own moral opinions and you are free to
ask me for more information tha. the summaries included in Bro Nevez if your want a more in depth view of what
is going on in Brittany. '
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A little Fuvﬂ‘us\/

L 0°H‘“ RREENE uv\:ASua\ Junk mail for the WS, tcoRL, Hul™ never has o
computr cranked us nto the ruwimg for Awuvican Fomily Publdhavs
SweepsTokes. 0305 ave Wt wWouldwy win, but the Jeber of mvitaton

is ,oreﬂ\/ funny.

u's POSIAGI PAD

BULKRATE

ONE STEP AWAY from a guaranteed e

on is now required to procee

IMPORTANT: The enclosed documents place you 3
ELEVEN MILLION DOLLAR fortune. Immediate acti

1o the winner selection step!

10 b M AbN AND DILK CLARK

If you have and return the winning entry, we'll say ...

~ U. ICDBL, YOU'VE BROKEN
THROUGH TO LEVEL 4 -- YOU'RE OUR
BIGGEST WINNER OF ALL TIME WITH
$11,000,000.00 GUARANTEED!

U. S. ledbl AEK
169 Greenwood Ave. # B-4
Jenkintown, PA 19046-2629
I...||l.l..|Iu.'l..l‘ll....l-l.\l....l.||.l..Jl..I.I...llul

If you have and retumn the winning entry, we'll say ...

L

WINNER IN HISTOR
TO REACH LEVEL 4 ... HOW DO:S
IT FEEL TO BE ON TOP WITH
ELEVEN MILLION DOLLARS?

YOU'LL BE ON TOP OF THE WORLD. U. ICOBL —

# you have end reters the winaing etry,
you'll b our first Level 4 Winear....

u
ICDBL, PA
$11,000,000.00

.. and on top of the Iist as our first Level 4 winner

In history if you have and
winning number before March 1st. You'd then break the bank with a guaranteedremm o
ELEVEN MILLION DOLLAR fortune -- and break through to a higher level of living that on
a handful of lucky people ever enjoy! 4

You could start off by wriing a nice letter of resi \"%
gnation to your boss. (Because with 3
1 J»ﬂ"ﬂ“"‘

;266.6;??0 irr:d guaranteed iIncome you'd certainly never have to work agan’)  Then, without -
pressure and Stress that comes with having to earn a Iving, you'd be free to enjy life u.TCDBL 8
as never before. \“Jould you stay in Jenkintown, or buid a fabulous new home in another ) ﬁ u“‘“‘;s as®
Z:rt of Pennsylvama?» Would you explore the farthest corners of the globe, or travel the e 7 r_‘,h.
ur:‘tzl coast-to-coast nex:' a custormz:d n‘f\o(orhome? Would you treat yourself 1o a new car eSP‘“‘““Y a
v clothes ... everything? Life at the certa hi e
you're just one step away right now! i s Ty ovintigges. = e new house oM
wav-dvebe
Yes, U. lcdbi, you'll soar to new heghts if
you win, with a steady streal f
paymenls guaranteed to make you rnich for lifel You'd beat out over C’ZYOO,OUI;n p:mmm
winners — rocketing past Sharon Bello at Level 1, Robert Mason at Level 2, and Daniel
go(;.igefsatLev'eia—and breakmgmmughtoLeveldmmourﬁrst-everELEVENmLUON
Wt‘!.LI._I\R" = PRIZE! In fact, if you have and return the winning number before March Ist,
3 Rt e T
. » W »
AT U. ICOBL HAS | BROKEN THE TOP PRIZE BARRIER AND WILL £ e & L a0
ol AID MORE THAN ANY OF OUR 218,799 PREVIOUS WINNERS! ¥« vomP" v
. . . q ‘
—> Imagine driving down Greenwood Ave. # B-4 in your very own Rolls j i ‘W M\K— \ e
Roycel Or jeting off to the Caribbean for the weekend! I\t\"‘s?/w‘ 5

Imagi
aﬂudmmw:r";iy‘"::. ::-: ’ancﬁf; 5‘“;"“ ;’“H"‘m and buying absolutely everything you see and wantl Chances are you can't L
now, U. lcdbl. ut if you top the list as our b i o
DOLLARS r biggest winner in history, YO
A DAY POURING INTO THE ICDBL BANK ACCOUNT e % hokry, U'LL HAVE ONE THOUSAND
wildest dreams come true! or the ry years — more than enough money to make your

31
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